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P R O T E C T  O U R  WAT E R : 
S C O O P  T H E  P O O P

Let’s face it; no one wants to step in poop. But it isn’t just a courtesy to pick up after 
your dog, it is a necessity for protecting water quality. Pet waste is full of bacteria, 
viruses and parasites. When it rains, these pathogens can be transported to the 
waterbodies we use for recreation, causing ailments such as sore throats, intestinal 
problems, rashes, nausea, and eye and ear infections.

People are reluctant to pick up after their pets because of the “gross” factor or 
the embarrassment of carrying a bag. Some just don’t see how an individual dog 
contributes to the big picture, but every day, approximately 5.7 tons of dog waste is 
produced in Florence County.  

 You can help keep our water clean and safe. Carry a bag with you while you’re 
walking and pick up in your yard. It is courteous to others and you will be doing 
something “pawsitive” for the environment!  

The lobby of the new Florence Area Humane Society

If you would like to become a part of the Florence Area Humane Society (FAHS), all you need to do is 
attend a volunteer training class. 

Classes are held the second and fourth Saturdays of the month at 3 p.m. Children under 16 are welcome to 
volunteer, but it is asked that they be accompanied by an adult. 

And volunteering is fun! Below are some of the ways volunteers can help:
o Canine Enrichment (walking and playing with dogs)
o Feline Enrichment (playing with and socializing cats)
o Bathing Dogs
o Laundry
o Foster Care (having an animal stay at your home until it’s ready for adoption)
o Animal and Event Photography
o Kitty Caretakers at Petsmart
o Fundraising/Special Events

If you can’t come to the FAHS, there are many more ways you can help: 
o Collect and donate items from our wish list, such as towels, fleece blankets, toys for dogs  

  and cats.
o Donate funds to support our lifesaving and life-changing services.
o Set a positive example by being a responsible pet owner and talk to others about the      

 importance of spaying and neutering pets.
o Spread the word about the FAHS, our services and mission.

We welcome your creativity. Use your individual talents and skills to make a difference for 
animals at the FAHS and in the community.

To learn more or to volunteer, call the FAHS at 843-629-5456. 

FAHS VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Volunteer opportunities are available.

--------------------------
Name:_____________________ Phone: _____________

Up to 3 lines, 14 characters per line

_____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Florence Area Humane Society, P.O. Box 4808, Florence SC 29502
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H U M A N E  WAY S  T O  C O N T R O L  T H E  P E T  P O P U L AT I O N
Spaying and neutering isn’t just a phrase used by Bob Barker 
and Drew Carey. They’re procedures that can help control 
the pet population and also help the general quality of life for 
animals. 

Here are a few facts that support this: 
• Spayed female pets live longer, healthier lives. 
• Spaying helps prevent: 

o Uterine infections and breast cancer, which is fatal in  
 about 50 percent of dogs and 90 percent of cats. 
• Neutering also provides benefits for males, including: 

o Preventing unwanted litters
o Preventing testicular cancer, if done before  

 6 months of age
o Better behavior 

• Neutering provides major health benefits and will NOT 
make your pet fat. Your pet will remain fit and trim as long as 
you continue to provide exercise and monitor its food intake. 
• It is highly cost-effective. The cost of your pet’s spay/neuter 

surgery is a lot less than the cost of having and caring for a 
litter. It also beats the cost of treatment when your unneutered 
tomcat escapes and gets into fights with the neighborhood 
stray! 
• Spaying and neutering your pet is good for the community. 
Stray animals can prey on wildlife, cause car accidents, 
damage the local fauna and frighten children. Spaying and 
neutering reduces the number of animals on the streets. 
• Spaying and neutering helps fight pet overpopulation. 

Every year, millions of cats and dogs of all ages and breeds 
are euthanized or suffer as strays. These high numbers are the 
result of unplanned litters that could have been prevented by 
spaying or neutering.

Help control the pet population in the Florence community 
by contacting your vet or Spay Neuter Intervention of the Pee 
Dee (SNIP) to schedule your pet today. 

JAYNE H. BOSWELL ANIMAL SHELTER OPEN FOR  
PET ADOPTION 

Jayne H. Boswell Animal Shelter

Looking for a new best friend? Well, look no further. 

The Jayne H. Boswell Animal Shelter opened this past 
February. The new shelter is a partnership between the City 
of Florence and the Florence Area Humane Society. Located 
at 1434 McCurdy Road, the new shelter has more than 150 
animals available for adoption and is open Tuesday-Saturday 
from noon to 5 p.m. 

The new shelter has cat and dog viewing rooms, get-to-know-
you rooms, a large play yard for dogs and puppies, even a 
screened-in porch for the cats. 

Volunteers are welcome to come on out and walk dogs, give 
puppies baths, play with kittens or even just sit on the porch and pet the cats. 

Adoption fees are $65 for cats/kittens and $85 for dogs/puppies. With this price, all animals are spayed or neutered and up-to-
date on vaccines.

For more information, visit: www.florencehumanesociety.org.

NEWS & HAPPENINGS FROM THE CITY OF FLORENCE & ITS UTILITY SYSTEMS • FALL 2012
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ANIMALS AND HOT SITUATIONS
If you’re reading this, you know better. You know to never leave an 
animal in a parked car in the summer months. But what you may not 
know is what to do if you see an animal in someone else’s car. 

Even with windows rolled down, the temperature in a car can reach 
dangerous levels.

If you are at a store and see an animal in an unattended vehicle, 
tell the store management so they can find the owner of the vehicle 
immediately. 
    
If you see an animal in distress, do not hesitate to call animal control 
through any of these numbers: 

o Florence City, 843-665-3175
o Florence County, 843-665-3053
o Police, 911
o Boswell Shelter 843-669-2921

Here are a few things you can do to help animals stay away from 
stressful situations: 

o If an animal gets overheated, lower its body temperature with a 
cool (not cold) bath or cool rags and get to a veterinarian as soon 
as possible. 
o When animals are outside, they should have plenty of shade 

and fresh water. Animals sunburn, too.
o Exercise animals in the morning and/or late evening when 
temperatures are cooler.
o Feed animals in the morning and/or late evening; higher 
temperatures at other times of day can lower their appetite.

If you are traveling with your pet, you can go to websites like  
petswelcome.com to find tips on traveling with pets,  
and lodging, restaurants, and vacation spots that allow pets.

Staying cool is essential for animals. 

Puppy and kitten season is in full swing and we need fosters to care for some little ones 
until they are old enough to be adopted. 

There are all sorts of scenarios for the young ones we have under our care. Some are 
under the care of their parents, some need to be bottle-fed and some animals just need 
a little extra TLC until they recover from a recent surgery or medical problem.

We are also in constant need of “Lucky Fosters.” 

Each month, the Florence Area Humane Society (FAHS) sends between 25 and 35 
dogs to Lucky Dog Rescue in Washington, D.C. Once the dog or puppy is confirmed 
for rescue, it is ideal if it can be placed in a foster home until it leaves for Washington, 
which is usually two to four weeks. This gives the animal extra time to be socialized 
and it gives the shelter more space to save more animals.

If you can make room in your home and heart for a foster, please come out to the 
shelter and fill out an application. It’s all the fun of ownership, with a short commitment.

FOSTER FAMILIES NEEDED

Adoption is beneficial for humans and animals. 
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Sometimes some 
animals get a bad 
reputation. This 
includes black dogs 
of every type of 
breed.They’re most 
often passed over 
for more colorful 
companions.

Did you know 
that black dogs, 
especially larger 
breeds, such as 
Labradors and Lab 
mixes, Rottweilers 
and Chows, are 
usually the last 
ones to be adopted 
from shelters or 
rescue groups? 
One reason may be 
because black dogs 
and cats are more 
difficult to photograph and are often passed over for more unique 
looking animals. Black dogs and cats are euthanized at a higher rate 
than other animals. 

This phenomenon is so common it even has a name: black dog 
syndrome, or BDS. Don’t fall victim to BDS and adopt today! 

Top 10 reasons to adopt a black dog:

1. We cannot clash with your furniture or clothing.

2. We also cannot clash with any collar you might choose either! 
Ditto for bandanas. Accessorize us!

3. Ease of vacuuming! You can quickly spot the areas of most urgent 
need.

4. Excellent night walk protection, the “bad guy” won’t see us until 
it’s too late!

5. We hide dirt well (doesn’t mean we don’t need that bath after a 

messy play, but your guests won’t be able to see it so quickly).

6. We make an excellent “backdrop” for a second, more colorful dog 
if you choose to have more than one.  

7. Availability! We are available now at every shelter you can 
imagine, in every age bracket - no long waiting lists, no long search! 

8. Status symbol potential - black pearls are the most  
costly you know....

9. No annoying queries, like, “What kind of dog is that?” people are 
content with “big, black dog” and don’t ask! 

10. We need you! 

For more on the subject, visit www.blackpearldog.com.  

BLACK DOGS AND CATS: ALWAYS IN STYLE

Adoption of animals of all colors and breeds is essential. 

Every animal deserves a home. 


