
CITY TO RESUME PLANNING AND ZONING RESPONSIBILITIES

VETERANS’ MEMORIAL PARK
CONSTRUCTION BEGINS

Construction is now underway
to help bring the dream of the
Veterans’ Memorial Park in Florence
to realization.

The path to construction began
in June 2005 when Florence Mayor
FrankWillis formally announced the
City’s plan to design and construct
the park.

The future park is being built
by local construction firm Florence
Builders, on approximately 10 acres
of land. The site is comprised of
land donated for the park by the
estate of the late R.P. Byrd and by
Edward L. Young, a World War II
veteran and former Florence repre-
sentative in the U.S. House of
Representatives.

The $2 million project cost for
the park is being generated through
hospitality funds and also from
monies raised by the sale of “Wall of
Honor” monument plaques by
Veterans’ Memorial Park committee
members. These plaques are set to
be remembrances of those who lost
their lives during international con-
flicts.

With a planned completion on
Flag Day 2008 (June 14), the park
will feature monuments and memo-

rials to the wars of the 20th century,
including World War I, World War II,
the Korean War, the Vietnam War
and the first Persian Gulf War, as
well as an amphitheater surrounded
by commemorative flags.

“With construction now under-
way, we are excited about moving
closer to the completion of Veterans’
Memorial Park,” said TomMarschell.
“It has been the committee’s dream
to establish a place of honor for our
soldiers and officers. Once it is com-
pleted it will be a testament to our
brothers and sisters who sacrificed
all for our country in the name of
freedom.”

MAGIC CONCLUSION
With all of these projects in place,

new residents moving into the area at
a rapid pace, better police protection
and several other things in the City’s
favor, it’s not hard to argue that
Florence is moving toward a renais-
sance in culture, amenities and
growth. All of this can be attributed to
the hard work and vision of City
Council and community leaders.

“All of the growth and expansion
that has taken place in Florence since
the dawn of the new millennium has
been due to the tremendous work and
foresight of every single person that is
a member of the City staff and has a
vested interest in the Pee Dee,” said
Mayor Willis. “We are proud that we
have come so far, so quickly and we
are looking forward to continuing on a
path that will make Florence one of
the most desirable cities in the
Southeast for people towork and live.”

MAYOR’S COALITION HAS SUCCESSFUL SUMMER
After receiving a generous $500,000 grant

during the summer from the South Carolina
Department of Juvenile Justice (SCDJJ), Florence
Mayor Frank Willis’ Coalition To Prevent Juvenile
Crime used the funds to positively affect at-risk
Florence youth.

The $500,000 was divided among Florence
School District One, the Florence Police
Department, the Boys and Girls Club of Florence,
the City Parks and Leisure Services Department
and the Florence County Department of Juvenile
Justice. Each of these agencies used the funds to
help provide safe activities for almost 16,000
Florence youth.

Funds were used to create evening programs
and activities for teens at three City community
centers, the Boys and Girls Club and three
Florence School District One gymnasiums. These
programs included art, cosmetology, weight train-
ing and nutrition, recreation and fitness, barbering,

sewing, dance and music, jewelry making, oil,
soap and candle making, driver’s education and
alcohol awareness.

Also, The Boys and Girls Club provided activ-
ities for teens from 7 p.m. to midnight and focused
on teaching gang preventative measures. In addi-
tion, the Recreation Department provided teens
positive activities that included Teen Center
Basketball League, Girls Night Out, Unity Fest
Teen Jam, Teen Summit, Parent Night at the Spa,
Family Night and a Carowinds trip.

In addition, a “Local Teen Institute” was also
founded during the summer to help provide con-
tinual encouragement and leadership skills in
order for teens to begin to make meaningful con-
tributions to the community.

Portions of the funds were also used by
Florence School District One for after school pro-
grams and helped implement a credit recovery
program during the summermonths for at-risk stu-
dents and to provide gang prevention programs to
both teens and parents.

Another use of these grant funds helped the
Florence County Department of Juvenile Justice
assist 200 Florence youth to secure jobs that both
counted for school credit and prepared them for
the workforce.

“This summer saw a very effective use of
funds that were provided to us from the
Department of Juvenile Justice,” said Mayor Willis.
“We are very appreciative of their grant and feel
we helped to make a difference in the lives of
Florence youth over the summer. However, there
is still work to be done, and the Coalition is still
steadfastly dedicated to making a difference for
those who are at risk.” Construction is underway for

the new Veteransʼ Park.
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Many Florence youth took part
in this yearʼs summer activities.

To properly manage and
facilitate growth and develop-
ment, an agreement has been
reached between the City and
County to transfer all responsi-
bilities for planning and zon-
ing within the municipal limits
to the City.

This agreement comes on
the heels of several new addi-
tions to the Florence-area busi-
ness community. With the City
assuming these responsibili-
ties, it will be able to further
capitalize on several projects
that have already been com-
pleted to accommodate future
growth.

These projects include the
downtown redevelopment
effort and additional street
upgrades along Radio Road

and the cleanup of the Bush
Recycling site.

The changes scheduled to
begin in early 2008 along
Radio Road include the addi-
tion of turn lanes, stacking
lanes and traffic signals along
the frontage area of new com-
mercial development. These
changes will provide a three-
lane road section along West
Radio Drive from David
McLeod Boulevard to Woody
Jones Boulevard. In addition,
traffic signals across from
Hospitality Drive and at
Woody Jones Boulevard will
be installed to optimize future
traffic flow through the area.

A City Brownfields
Assessment and Reclamation
project is in progress at the old

Bush Recycling property. The
City purchased the land, locat-
ed in north Florence, and
moved the business. As part of
the project, metals were
removed and City crews
cleaned up the area. Fencing
and vegetative screening were
installed and an environmental
site assessment, including soil
and groundwater sampling,
was initiated. The results will
determine the type and extent
of final site reclamation meas-
ures. Input and concerns from
adjoining neighborhoods will
be considered when final
redevelopment decisions are
being made.

“As we move forward
with the cleanup and assess-
ment of the Bush Recycling

property, we’re hoping to pro-
mote economic growth by
redeveloping key Brownfield
properties, beginning with the
Bush property,” said David
Williams, Florence City
Manager. “Moving through the
technical aspects of the project
is just the first step in revitaliz-
ing the downtown area
through the City’s Downtown
Revitalization Strategy.”

The goal of the
Brownfields Assessment
Project is to promote revitaliza-
tion of Florence’s downtown
area through redevelopment.
Future plans for the area may
include a park, community
center or county museum, all
of which would tie into the
redevelopment of downtown.



Work is being completed on the final
draft of a preliminary engineering report
(PER) for new facilities at the City’s
wastewater treatment plant site.
Prepared by the team of CDM, Inc., BP
Barber & Associates and Davis & Brown,
Inc., the report was reviewed by City
staff during the final week of October. A
full presentation of the report to City
Council is scheduled for early January.

Phase I of the recommendations will
provide for three million gallons per day
(mgd) of additional treatment capacity
by 2012. This capacity will be provided
by new treatment units which will be
covered in order to manage the odors
normally associated with wastewater
plants. A second phase, targeted for
completion by 2017, will add an addi-
tional four mgd capacity.

Following review and approval by
City staff and Council, the PER will be
submitted to the South Carolina
Department of Health and Environmental
Control (SCDHEC). Upon approval by
SCDHEC, the City and its engineering
team will be able to move into the active
design of the Phase I facilities.

Most of the costs for this project will
be financed through revenue bonds,
bank loans and/or low-interest state
infrastructure loans. In addition, water
and sewer bills for City customers will
help to fund the plant additions.
Beginning with July 2007 bills, monthly
billing rates for customers inside the City
limits increased by six percent, will
increase six percent again on July 1, 2008
and on July 1, 2009. For customers locat-
ed outside of the City limits, the corre-

sponding rate increases will be nine per-
cent per year for the next three years.
Late fees for all customers will also
increase from $1 to $6, phased in over a
three-year period.

To ensure the availability of ade-
quate wastewater treatment service, the
City has taken several steps to preserve
plant capacity during the period of
design and construction. This includes
the first phase of a manhole rehabilita-
tion project on the lower Middle Swamp
interceptor to prevent the entry of excess
water from beaver impoundments along
the swamp.

More than 10,000 feet of off-road
right-of-way has been cleared and 29
manholes have been rehabilitated. Initial
observations indicate that this work may
eliminate up to 500,000 gallons of extra-
neous water per day, that would normal-
ly impact the City’s wastewater treatment
plant.

City staff has also reviewed
SCDHEC’s flow inventory project list to
identify projects that have been double
counted or buildings that have been
demolished and are no longer connected
to the sewer system. When this project
list has been completed, SCDHEC will
restore credit for 600,000 to 750,000 gal-
lons per day of plant capacity.

F L O R E N C E F O U N TA I N N EWS L E T T E R W I N T E R 2 0 0 8 - 1.

Numerous events are occurring within the City
that have many feeling Florence is working to
reclaim its title of “The Magic City.”

From the drop in crime, to construction of trail
connectors throughout the City, to the redevelop-
ments taking place downtown, Florence is experi-
encing a boom in growth and upgrades not seen in
decades. Much of this can be attributed to the

vision, tenacity and hard work of City Council and
community leaders over the last several years.

Within this comprehensive story, which is
shaded in blue throughout the Fountain, many of
the projects that are either completed or in different
stages of completion will be detailed. All of these
projects reflect Florence’s growth and progress as a
City looking toward the future for its residents.
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The upgrades at the pavillion at Freedom
Florence represent changes taking

place throughout the City.

Wastewater is treated in an aeration tank at the Cityʼs water reclamation plant.



The City recently began
a partnership with
ScienceSouth, a 501 (c) 3
educational enterprise dedi-
cated to improving science
and technology education, to
develop a science-based edu-
cational facility at the City’s
F reedom F lorence
Recreational Complex. The
plan for this new facility is to
provide hands-on science,
math and environmental
learning experiences for stu-
dents, teachers and families
throughout the Pee Dee
region. 

Located at Freedom
Florence and adjacent to
Jeffries Creek, this complex
will encompass approximate-
ly 75 acres of trails, establish
an interactive educational
learning center and provide
interactions with the natural
environment within the
floodplain. This complex,
which is scheduled for com-
pletion in three to five years,
will be unique due to its

blending of nature with new
technology in an urban area. 

These plans began in
February 2004, when a think-
tank, sponsored by Francis
Marion University, engaged
60 local and state representa-
tives from industry, universi-
ties, colleges and state agen-
cies in a brainstorming exer-
cise for ScienceSouth. These
ideas formed the conceptual
plan for ScienceSouth.                      

Two years later, in
January 2006, Congressmen
John Spratt and James
Clyburn obtained a federal
grant which enabled the proj-
ect to move forward in con-
structing a permanent center.
A little more than a year later,
Florence City Council voted

unanimously to approve a
long-term lease agreement
with ScienceSouth for a site at
Freedom Florence. This will
allow ScienceSouth to con-
struct a 7,500 square foot pro-
totype facility, which is
scheduled for occupancy in
March 2008.

The temporary $1 mil-
lion prototype facility will be
a highly versatile building.
The ground floor of the
ScienceSouth facility will be
5,000 square feet with an
additional 2,500 square feet
of office area. This building
will support the ongoing
ScienceSouth outreach, and
enable ScienceSouth to start
offering programs on-site.

The Florence Trail, which
opened National Trails Day on
June 1, 2002, is a walk-
ing/bicycle trail along an aban-
doned rail corridor with connec-
tions to a residential neighbor-
hood, Ebenezer Park and Sneed
Middle School. It is one of 12 in
the state. The trail is open to the
public daily from dawn to dusk. 

The Florence Trail currently
consists of approximately two
miles of hard natural trail, an
asphalt trail and a series of
boardwalks.  To help tie these
together, construction has
recently begun on four connec-
tors that will tie into the current
trail, creating an additional five
miles for the trail system.  This
expansion will include asphalt

and natural trails, as well as sev-
eral long boardwalks, such as
the one recently completed over
Beaverdam Creek along Woody
Jones Boulevard. When finished,
the Trail will connect with both
City and County parks.

The City originally received
approval for an enhancement
grant from the South Carolina
Department of Transportation
(SCDOT) to interconnect the trail
system and to improve the trans-
portation system for pedestrians
and bicyclists in the area. The
connection of these trails will
ultimately provide a safe, alter-
native method of travel between
local areas including neighbor-
hoods, worksites, businesses,
schools, parks and other areas of
interest.  

Although SCDOT will pro-
vide grant funding, the City of
Florence will be responsible for
the work on these projects and
for providing funding for all
costs in excess of the grant
amount.

In 2004, the City, through the Parks,
Beautification and Leisure Services
Commission, adopted a program to protect
corridors of open space and manage this
“greenspace” for conservation, recreation and
alternative transportation purposes. 

Generally, greenspaces follow natural
land or water features and link nature areas,
parks, cultural features and historic sites with
each other. Florence adopted a greenspace
vision that consisted of the creation of a sys-
tem of greenways and greenspaces that pro-
vides for recreational opportunities and com-
munity enhancements, while preserving

ecosystems that support habitats for existing
wildlife populations. 

In support of this goal, the City initiated
the Jeffries Creek Aquatic Restoration Project to
enhance environmental conditions. The
Jeffries Creek floodplain totals approximately
620 acres within the City limits, extending from
the Rail Trail trestle on the west side of the City
to Freedom Florence Recreational Complex
on the east side of the City. This floodplain will
function as one of the main connectors for the
City’s greenway corridor system. It is the intent
of the City through the creation of a Jeffries
Creek Overlay District and adoption of ripari-

an buffer zones, to restore the hardwood
canopy to reduce unnatural aquatic plant
growth and minimize stormwater pollution. 

The project began after the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers studied more than 16 defi-
ciencies within the Jefferies Creek floodplain.
In addition, the Corps recommended, and the
City has initiated, a beaver control program
within this area. Over time, the plan is for the

original and natural beauty of Jeffries Creek to
be reestablished. 

In addition to this program, the City has
identified suitable vacant properties through-
out the Florence community to set aside as
greenspaces. To do this, the City adopted a
resolution authorizing the acceptance of prop-
erty or conservation easements from landown-
ers for the preservation and public recreation-
al use of greenspace. To date, the City has
worked with landowners to preserve more
than 300 acres of open areas. 

Other City projects contained in the
Greenspace Plan include an increase in the
tree planting schedule and continuing devel-
opment of the Florence Trail System.

The Cityʼs Rail Trail is part of greenspace expansion.

CITY OF FLORENCE ADDING GREENSPACES

CONNECTORS COMING FOR THE FLORENCE TRAIL SCIENCESOUTH PARTNERSHIP TO HELP EDUCATE YOUTH

Workers construct new Trail connectors.

Just more than two years ago, the City of Florence
Police Department decentralized its uniform police servic-
es to implement two regional headquarters offices instead
of one, centralized location. These offices, located on the
north and south sides of Florence, are strategically placed
to divide the city for a more rapid police response to calls.
Each of these regions has been divided into three geo-
graphic police districts where officers are positioned to

patrol and respond to calls, with all calls being distributed
through the county-wide dispatch unit. 

To avoid assigning officers based solely upon ran-
domly drawn geographic boundary lines, the police
department gathered statistical information to help estab-
lish a comprehensive manpower distribution plan. 

Because of these changes, officers are now available
to provide a more visible police presence and are able to
focus on specific neighborhoods affected by elevated crim-
inal activity.

POLICE WORKING TO LOWER CRIME
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ScienceSouth will soon be under construction.

Florence Police have increased 
their presence throughout the City.



Several years ago the City began working
toward redeveloping the downtown area into
the cultural and economic center of the Pee
Dee region. 

This redevelopment is being anchored by
the Florence Little Theatre’s new 35,000 square
foot building and the FMU Center for the
Performing Arts, which has an estimated price
tag of $17 million and will be located on a
nearly four-acre lot provided by the City of
Florence at the corner of Dargan and Palmetto
Streets.

Designed as a joint venture between Craig
Gaulden & Davis, Inc. of Greenville and
Goforth Brown & Associates of Florence, the
Little Theatre complex is being constructed by
Contract Construction of Columbia and is
expected to be completed by fall 2009.
Funded by a $10 million grant from the Drs.
Bruce and Lee Foundation, the new Florence
Little Theatre complex will be located on
Dargan Street, between Pine and Elm Streets,
just north of the Florence County Library. The
facility will be used for theatrical and musical
performances. 

Both of these projects will receive
approval from the City’s Urban Planning and

Development Department and the City’s
Design Review Board. These entities now use
the new City design guidelines, which were
adopted in July 2005, to ensure that all new
buildings follow the same criteria when it
comes to aesthetic compatibility. These criteria
include the types of building materials and
building structures and features. 

“The new Little Theatre complex went
through a rigorous review from the City’s
Urban Planning and Development Department
and the City’s Design Review Board, as will all
other buildings which will be housed in the
downtown sector,” said Phillip Lookadoo,
director of the Urban Planning and
Development Department. “It is through the
adoption of specific, stringent guidelines that
we will be able to present a united, uniform
downtown area for future generations.” 

These two buildings tie into the City’s
plans of pursuing a revitalization of its down-
town area. As part of the City’s Downtown
Revitalization Strategy, these buildings will
reflect key elements of identity, architecture
and public improvement, all of which are out-
lined in the City’s new design guidelines and
are key components in the City’s plans for a

12-block arts and cultural dis-
trict downtown. 
“The expeditious rate at

which these projects are mov-
ing forward is both exciting and
satisfying,” said Mayor Frank
Willis. “It shows that the City is
on the fast track to providing
our residents a downtown that
they can be proud of. We antic-
ipate that these new buildings,
when completed, will make our
downtown area a focal point
for the performing arts through-
out the entire state.” 

In addition to greenspace and educa-
tional additions for City residents, the City
has recently resumed operation and man-
agement of all athletic recreational services
inside the municipal limits. 

Both City and County councils unani-
mously agreed to amend the recreation con-
solidation action which was adopted in 2002
as a way to streamline operation of recre-
ational services for City and County residents. 

As part of dissolving the consolidation
agreement, the City regained all facilities,
programs and equipment it originally turned
over to the County in the consolidation

agreement. Also as a result, the County will
continue its athletic programming in outly-
ing areas and also pay the City $35,000

toward repairs to the pavilion at Freedom
Florence. In addition, the City and County
still continue to share the responsibility of
Legion Stadium. 

The time period during consolidation
allowed the City to focus on expanding pro-
gramming opportunities and hours of oper-
ation at its three community centers and in
turn, hire additional programming staff,
which has resulted in a much better quality
of recreational activities. 

Since the City resumed operations,
Freedom Florence has undergone a facelift
that included a new roof on the main field

house, along with fresh coats of paint on all
buildings at the complex. This was a tremen-
dous benefit due to the fact that the City
hosted this year’s South Carolina Dixie
Youth state baseball tournament, which was
an overwhelming success. 

“We are excited about resuming control
of the athletics aspect of recreation,” said
David Williams, Florence City Manager.
“Moving forward we plan on continuing our
tradition of providing citizens of both the
City and the County with the high-quality
recreational activities and facilities they have
come to expect.”Freedom Florence has received several upgrades.

FREEDOM FLORENCE AND PARKS AND LEISURE SERVICES RECEIVE UPGRADES

THE SWIM PROJECT TO HELP
AREA WETLANDS

DOWNTOWN REDEVELOPMENT FOCUSES ON CULTURAL CENTER
The Stormwater Improvements Management initiative

(SWIM), is an ambitious wetlands acquisition and reclamation proj-
ect undertaken by the City. The project encompasses significant
wetlands adjacent to Pye Branch in the East Florence area.  

The project calls for the reclamation of this 40 acre wet-
land area that was filled beginning in the 1930s and 1940s.
Initial efforts at the site have involved clearing extensive areas
of non-native vegetation and removing metals and other debris
from the old landfill. Future activities will include re-establish-
ment of native plant species, stream/floodplain restoration and
development of stormwater demonstration areas. The entire
area will function as a wetlands-oriented nature park, complete
with trails and interactive kiosks to educate people on the
importance of good land and water management practices.

The project will be paid for through grants from the South
Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT), in-kind labor
and equipment and stormwater utility funds.

4TH ANNUAL PECAN FESTIVAL
HELD IN NOVEMBER

The Fourth Annual Pecan Festival was held Saturday,
November 3, 2007 from 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. in downtown Florence.  

As with past festivals, this year’s event was packed with a variety
of activities. Live entertainment such as beach bands, country bands,
R&B performers, magicians and clowns, as well as several children’s
performers, local dance groups and school music groups performed at
this year’s festival. 

In addition, the festival featured food vendors, craft vendors, an 8k
run and a classic car show. Kids' games and activities along with sev-
eral inflatables were positioned around the festival site for children to
enjoy throughout the day. There was also a bake-off featuring pecan
pie recipes and a pie eating contest.

With the 2007 festival now in the books, organizers are looking
forward to the 2008 event, which will be held November 1, 2008. 

An artistʼs rendering of the new Florence Little Theatre.
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