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C I T Y  R E Q U E ST S  A I D  TO  B E T T E R  A S S I ST  E L D E R LY  D R I V E R S  

Employees of the City of Florence
have gone above and beyond the call of
duty to help their fellow municipal
employees in Waveland, Mississippi. 

Through an “adoption” program,
Florence city employees have been
working to raise money for the city
employees of Waveland through several
different means. 

Virtually wiped off the map by
Hurricane Katrina, Waveland is located
along the southern coastline of
Mississippi. Waveland has 130 city
employees, which includes all police,
fire, utilities, parks and leisure services
and administrative employees. Since
Hurricane Katrina swept through the
Gulf Coast in late August, only 25 of the
130 employees have been able to return
to their homes and jobs to help with the
recovery efforts of their city. Currently,
temporary mobile housing units are
being set up in a state park for the

purpose of providing a place for
municipal employees to live as these
employees work to restore city services. 

City of Florence employees are
helping with the rebuilding of Waveland
through several different methods.
Many employees have made monetary
donations through a payroll deduction
plan. In addition, the City sponsored a
hot dog lunch and also held a prize
raffle. Proceeds from all of these efforts
went to assist Waveland employees. 

City employees also made non-cash
donations including household items
and clothing. These items were
delivered to Waveland by City of
Florence employees during October. 

“While many city employees gave
to Katrina relief efforts through other
agencies, it was encouraging to see
them give so selflessly through the
programs sponsored by the City” said
David Williams, Florence City Manager.

“We can only hope that our
contributions make a significant
difference in reconstructing Waveland
and the lives of their residents.” 

The City of Florence is currently
lobbying to obtain Federal funding to
upgrade traffic signs and pavement
markings throughout the City to a level
consistent with recommendations in the
Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) handbook. 

The elderly population and the
number of drivers over the age of 65 in
Florence is growing substantially. It has
been noted by the FHWA that as people
grow older, changes to their physical
health may make driving more difficult.
Such changes include declining vision
and slower reaction time, which makes
it important for traffic signs and
pavement markings be as bright and
legible as possible. To that end, the
FHWA handbook includes numerous
specific recommendations with respect
to the size and reflective properties of
these important traffic control devices.
Recognizing the potential safety benefits
for Florence’s older drivers and all
motorists, the City has proposed to
implement FHWA’s recommendations
throughout the City. 

In conducting research prior to
requesting the grant, the City identified
8 intersections throughout town where
safety could be improved by providing
brighter traffic signals with larger letters
and wider, brighter pavement markings,
such as those recommended in the
FHWA handbook. These intersections
include:

• Cheves Street and Griffin Street
• Irby St. and Frank Monroe Boulevard
• Freedom Boulevard and 

Frank Monroe Boulevard

• Palmetto Street and Bentree Lane
• David McLeod Boulevard 

and Bentree Lane

• Dozier Boulevard and 
Hoffmeyer Road

• Cashua Drive and 
Celebration Boulevard 

• Palmetto Street and 
Celebration Boulevard 

The City estimates the total cost of
improvements at these intersections will
be approximately $56,000. It has
requested $46,000 of the total amount

from the 2006 Federal Transportation
Appropriations Bill, with the remainder
of the funds for this project being
supplied by the City. 

“By working to make street signals,
street signs and parking spaces easier to
recognize, the City believes all motorists
in Florence, including older drivers, will
realize a significant improvement in
roadway safety,” said Drew Griffin,
Director of Public Works for the City of
Florence. 

Keep Florence Beautiful’s 

The Great American Clean-up 

Saturday, April 22

Call 665-3113 to volunteer 
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These regulations, referred to as the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES) Phase II requirements,
have been mandated for urban areas the
size of Florence, effective March 1. 2006. 

Administered in South Carolina by
the State Department of Health and
Environmental Control (DHEC), these new
requirements will significantly alter the
way stormwater runoff has been handled
throughout the Florence area.  While com-
plying with the changes, the City will con-
tinue to reduce the discharge of pollutants

to the maximum extent practicable, pro-
tect water quality and satisfy the appropri-
ate water quality requirements of the
Clean Water Act

Under the new program, stormwater
discharges will be managed under a per-
mit issued and monitored by DHEC.  The
City will be mandated to improve the
quality of stormwater runoff by imple-
menting a program that addresses six pro-
gram components, which consist of:

• Public Education and Outreach
• Public Participation and Involvement
• Illicit Discharge Detection 

and Elimination

• Construction Site Runoff Control
• Post-Construction Runoff Control
• Pollution Prevention and 

Good Housekeeping

“These new regulations will help pro-
tect and increase the quality of life for
Florence residents,” said Drew Griffin,

Director of Public Works and Utilities for
the City of Florence. “Moving forward the
Public Works department will keep resi-
dents’ best interests in mind while work-
ing with DHEC to ensure that these rules
are strictly followed and enforced.”  

DHEC will monitor the City of
Florence for compliance in regards to the
NPDES Phase II Federal requirements. The
City must submit an annual report to doc-
ument the various program components
and progress made in pollution reduction.
There will be significant costs associated
with the implementation of these new and
more strict water quality regulations. The
City’s increased costs for program man-
agement, education, plan review, monitor-
ing, inspections and enforcement will be
paid with Stormwater Utility fees, which
are already in place. 

F L O R E N C E  TO  G E T  N E W
S T O R M WAT E R  R E G U L AT I O N S
EFFECTIVE MARCH 1, 2006, NEW STORMWATER REGULATIONS IMPLEMENTED BY THE
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) WILL TAKE EFFECT IN FLORENCE.
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The City of Florence, in cooperation
with neighborhood groups, intends to
construct a community center and
gymnasium on Barnes Street. The new
facility will support neighborhood
recreational programming, including a
variety of activities and wellness programs
directed at both youth and seniors of
Florence. 

The City has identified a significant
need for the construction of a community
center and gymnasium to house the City’s
Leisure Service programs and Police Athletic
League (PAL) activities directed toward at-
risk youth and young adults. 

In an effort to promote life skills
development and to provide recreational
socialization opportunities, the City will

expand its programming efforts directed at
youth who are identified as “at-risk.” These
efforts will combine the City’s
neighborhood recreational programs with
PAL into a single initiative directed at
bridging gaps in life development, in
addition to offering a safe environment for
neighborhood activities and a wholesome
place for youth to assemble. 
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B A R N E S  S T R E E T  P R O P E R T Y  
TO  B E C O M E  C O M M U N I T Y  AC T I V I T Y  C E N T E R

(Continued on page 3)

Recently the City of Florence
was honored by the National
Forestry Commission for being
named as a Tree City U.S.A.
recipient by The National Arbor
Day Foundation for a 25th
consecutive year. 

Following Cheraw, Florence
was the second city in South
Carolina to receive this
recognition. The City has also
been recognized with a Tree City
U.S.A. growth award. These
awards are a demonstration 
of the City of Florence’s
community forestry program
and a result of efforts through
education and public relations as
well as regular tree planting and
maintenance. 

There are four standards that are
also a requirement of becoming
a Tree City U.S.A. which include: 

• A tree board or department 
• A tree care ordinance
• A comprehensive community 

forestry program 
• An Arbor Day observance

The City of
Florence Named 
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The intent of the City’s sign
ordinance is to provide an opportunity
for businesses to inform the public as to
their location and identification. An
additional benefit is the uniformity in
the placement and size of business
signage, as well as the reduction of sign
clutter. The City’s zoning ordinance is
particularly targeted at eliminating
nuisance signage like those attached to
utility poles, trees and other signage
which displays flashing lights or lighting
that resembles traffic signals or
emergency vehicles. 

The ordinance also calls for all signs
in the public right-of-way to be
removed. Exceptions include public
signs placed by governmental bodies
which include legal notices, public
property identification and directional
signs regulating pedestrian and
vehicular traffic. Other exceptions are
directional or informational signs for
bus stops, churches, historical markers
and emergency signage which are in
accordance with state law. 

The City has also implemented the
downtown overlay districts ordinance
which will create a coordinated system
of signage within the traditional center
of the City of Florence. A more
coordinated and attractive vehicular and
pedestrian signage presents a more
positive sense of community and is
more informative and welcoming to
visitors. For more information regarding

the City’s Overlay Districts, please
contact Phillip Lookadoo with the City’s
Downtown Development Office at 665-2047. 

The placement of all signs is
governed by the zoning ordinance and
overlay districts and acquires approval
by the Zoning Administrator. The
ordinance is binding on all businesses
and uses occupying lots of record
within the City and County. Approved
sign plans can be amended by filing a
new or revised plan that conforms to
the requirements of the ordinance. 

All land uses, both future and
existing, are required to conform with
the City’s sign ordinance and must
include a schedule for bringing existing
signs into conformance with the zoning
ordinance. For additional information,
please call 676-8600 for the City and
County Planning Office or 665-3105 for
the City Community Services Department. 

The City and County of Florence
joined together on November 29,
2005 for the annual Christmas
Tree Lighting.  This marked the
12th year of the event where city
and county leaders came
together with residents of the
community to celebrate the
holiday season with the lighting
of the Christmas tree.  The
lighting ceremony included
singing and dancing as well as
remarks from City and County
officials.  Community residents
enjoyed the festivities and
refreshments consisting of
cookies and hot chocolate.  The
activities culminated with the
tree lighting and the arrival of
Santa Claus.
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The City of Florence has completed
the process of resurfacing the tennis
courts at Timrod Park in downtown
Florence. 

Last spring, city workers noticed
several hairline cracks and small
depressions on the surfaces of the courts,
which were constructed in 2002. The City
hired a professional tennis court
construction company to handle the repair
and reconstruction of the 11 courts at the
park. 

Before repairs began in November,
core samples were taken at various
locations on the courts to evaluate the
base and sub-base of the area. Qore
Properties Science performed soil samples
by cutting asphalt cores in selected

locations on the tennis courts to gain
access to the sub-grade soils. Hand augers
were then used to advance into the sub-
grade in each location and the cuttings
were visually classified. The results and
follow-up analysis of each sample showed
the sub-grade soils, which included both
the sand clay and the crushed stone base
of the courts, appeared satisfactorily stable
and the asphalt showed no signs of
cracking, but the topping, which includes
some asphalt and tennis court surfacing
material, in some areas was separating
from the asphalt. 

“The City has a steadfast commitment
to providing the best in recreation for its
residents and these repairs will ensure that
tennis remains a vital component of our

recreation department for years to come,”
said Chuck Pope, Director of Parks and
Leisure Services for the City.

Repairs were completed in February
before the beginning of the spring tennis
season. 

The City of Florence prepared for the
Christmas season a bit differently in 2005.
Employees started the process of stringing
lights in early November and utility pole
decorations were installed in the weeks
leading up to the City and County
Christmas Tree Lighting, which took place
on Tuesday, November 29, 2005. 

Hospitality funds enabled the City to
enhance Christmas decorations and to
expand the City’s efforts from previous
years. The angel decorations on David
McLeod Boulevard were extended to the
intersection of Bentree Lane and David

McLeod Boulevard.  From this intersection
to Evans Street there were lighted deer, as
well as lighted trees located within the
planted areas along David McLeod
Boulevard.  Also new this year was the
addition of silhouette snowflake Christmas
decorations to utility poles at the
intersections surrounding Florence Mall
for the enjoyment of holiday shoppers.

The Downtown Florence area also
saw new decorations this year. New lamp
post silhouette snowflakes replaced the
older Christmas wreaths.  Swirl tree
silhouette decorations throughout the

downtown area were complimented by
additional swirl trees throughout the 200
Block  of North Irby, the 200 Block of
South Irby, the 100 and 200 Blocks of
West Cheves and the 100 and 200 Blocks
of West Palmetto Streets.

T I M RO D  T E N N I S  C O U RT S  R E C E I V E  R E PA I R S

C I T Y  R E C E I V E S  N EW  H O L I DAY  D E C O R AT I O N S

SIGNAGE ENFORCEMENT TO BE EMPHASIZED
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BARNES ST. COMMUNITY CENTER
(continued from page 1)

C I T Y  TO  A D O P T  R E G I O N A L  
WAT E R  A N D  WA S T E WAT E R  M A S T E R  P L A N

Many residents who live outside
the City of Florence are served by the
City’s water system. This is because the
City of Florence is committed to
serving additional customers wherever
it is physically and economically
feasible. The following guidelines
provide information regarding the
City’s policies and procedures for water
line extensions. 

Residents who would like to be
considered for an extension should first
evaluate the number of potential
customers in their area. The water
system does not receive tax revenue to
support its operations. Therefore, all
operating costs, including the cost of
water line extensions, must be covered
by revenues obtained from tap fees
and monthly billings. For this reason, a
proposed line extension must serve
enough customers to make the project
economically feasible (pay for itself). 

Circumstances will vary for each
proposed project. However, as a rule of
thumb, it takes a minimum of 25 paid
customers per mile of line to allow
a project to meet the economic
feasibility test. 

Residents who believe their area
could support a line extension may
choose to make initial contact with the

City Engineering Division at 665-3236
to discuss the proposed project.
Residents should then submit a written
request for consideration of the
extension through the offices of the
City Manager, David N. Williams, or the
County Administrator, Richard Starks.
The address for both of these offices is
City-County Complex, 180 North Irby
Street, Florence, S.C. 29501.

The request may include a map of
the proposed area requested for
service, names and telephone numbers
of contact persons and the number of
interested residents. Requests may also
include other information that might be
helpful in evaluating the project, such
as documentation of health risks or
poor quality of water obtained from
private wells. 

Once the City receives the request,
an initial assessment will be carried out
to determine if a sign-up campaign to
evaluate project feasibility is warranted.
For projects that appear to be feasible,
the City will accept paid applications
for a specified, usually 60 to 90 day,
period. Tap fees will be refunded if the
sign-up campaign is unsuccessful. If
there are sufficient applications to meet
the economic feasibility criteria, City
staff will forward the proposed project

to City Council for consideration.
Non-revenue generating factors

such as public health risks, business
development and job creation potential
will also be taken into consideration.
However, for a project to be approved
by City Council, it must meet the
minimum economic feasibility limits
and all projects are subject to the
amount of funds which are available. If
County Council requests a line
extension which does not meet the
requirements of the economic
feasibility assessment, the County will
be permitted to fund the difference
between the amount necessary to
complete the project and the amount
provided for by the economic
feasibility assessment. 

WATER LINE EXTENSION REQUESTS PRESENTED TO CITY

The City of Florence recently received
final results of a study which will lead to the
City’s water and wastewater services
operating under a Regional Master Plan. 

Since August 2004, City staff and
consultants have been meeting on a monthly
basis to refine options and costs relating to a
future expansion of the wastewater treatment
facilities. Delivered to City Council in
November 2005, the full study included
recommendations, estimated costs and
funding options. 

After reviewing the options, Florence
City Council decided on a $103.3 million plan
which will best meet the regional wastewater
needs, while also being in the highest
compliance with South Carolina Department
of Health and Environmental Control
(SCDHEC) standards. 

The plan chosen by City Council has
several advantages in addition to being
reliable and in compliance with SCDHEC. It
will eliminate the existing constraints on the

community, the consolidation into one plant
will reduce operating and maintenance costs
by more than $600,000 annually and the plan
will also provide a solid foundation for future
wastewater needs in the Pee Dee region. 

“City Council’s decision on a plan for our
water and wastewater utilities is a positive
step forward for the City
of Florence and the Pee
Dee region,” said Drew
Griffin, the City of
Florence’s Director of
Public Works and Utilities.
“As our area continues to
expand and grow, we
want to make sure we
provide the best possible
services to our customers.”

City Council has
authorized City staff 
to begin the development
of a more detailed
engineering report and

detailed cost estimate for the selected plan.
Work on this report is scheduled to begin in
the Spring of 2006. 

A final site for the new plant has not
been selected. However, the plant could be
located east of Florence, outside the City’s
developed urban areas.

The center renovations will be
designed around a large activity
space, game room, restrooms and
administrative offices for Leisure
Services staff. The City, in an effort
to promote and encourage
downtown development, plans to
construct this facility adjacent to the
downtown area on Barnes Street.
This area, due to its central location,
allows accessibility to all Florence
citizens. The construction of a
community activity center, along
with the continuing Brownfields
clean-up, will help to remove
unsightly buildings and
deterioration in the central corridor
of the City. 

“We feel that this project will be
a great outlet for the youth and
citizens of Florence,” said Mayor
Frank Willis. “Looking forward, we
hope this center will come to
fruition to help improve the quality
of life for our community.” 

The City has completed
purchase of a facility on Barnes
Street at a cost of $300,000 and
completed demolition of a
structurally unsafe portion of the
building on Barnes Street at a cost
of $35,000. The anticipated
renovation costs for the proposed
center is $700,000. This includes 
site work and building
renovations/construction. It is
estimated that the renovations
project will take 10 months to
complete. 

The City is committed to
providing all staffing requirements
and operating costs for the center.
The City is also seeking additional
capital funding for the construction
of a gymnasium at the Barnes Street
location. 


