
A public-private multi-partnership
agreement will further establish downtown
Florence as the cultural and economic cen-
ter of the Pee Dee region. 

Through the work of Sen. Hugh
Leatherman, the way has been paved for
Francis Marion University and the City of
Florence to receive $7 million in additional
funds toward the cost of a downtown per-
forming arts center. As Senate Finance
Committee Chairman, Sen. Leatherman
worked to get the $7 million appropriated
for the centers. 

The projects, which have received $28
million in funds from the State budget and
through grants from the Drs. Bruce and Lee
Foundation, call for the construction of a
performing arts center and a new complex
for the Florence Little Theatre. 

The grant indicates that each entity
will receive $10 million to build facilities
along the Dargan Street corridor of down-
town Florence. In addition to these grants,
there will be several land donations involv-
ing the City of Florence, Florence County
and McLeod Health to help facilitate the
construction of these buildings. 

The first grant was awarded to FMU,
which will partner with the City to build
the Francis Marion University Center for
the Performing Arts. 

Estimated to cost approximately $17
million, the center will be located on a
nearly four-acre lot on the corner of
Dargan, Cheves and Palmetto Streets. 

FMU’s performing arts center will be
used for the school theatrical and musical
performances and the center will also
include office and instructional classroom
space. To round out the $17 million budg-
et for the center, Sen. Leatherman lobbied

for an additional $1 million in downtown
redevelopment funds, which will go
toward construction costs of the perform-
ing arts center. 

Both the currently city-owned land
and the performing arts center building
will be deeded to FMU, and the City and
University will share operational and main-
tenance costs. With the FMU Board of
Trustees approving the agreement between
Florence and the University, it is anticipat-
ed that an architect will be selected in 2006
and a contractor chosen by early 2007. The
projected completion date for the center is
slated for summer 2008. 

The $10 million grant awarded to the
Florence Little Theatre will help fund con-
struction of the Theatre’s new 35,000
square foot facility on Dargan Street
between Pine and Elm Streets, just north of
the Drs. Bruce and Lee Foundation Library.
The facility will be used for the theatrical
and musical performances. 

“We are very grateful for the contribu-
tions from the Drs. Bruce and Lee
Foundation,” said George Jebaily, 

(continued on page 3)
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In January, consultants for the City of
Florence completed the Regional Water
and Sewer Master Plan and presented it to
City Council for its review and direction at
a workshop in March.  

Based on the alternatives outlined in
the Master Plan, Council decided that it is
in the long term best interest of the City
that waste treatment functions be phased
out at the current plant site and relocated
closer to the Pee Dee River.  Wastewater
treatment facilities have been located at the
current plant site for more than 60 years,
but in recent years, the wastewater plant
has been viewed as incompatible with sur-
rounding land uses such as the Freedom
Florence Recreation Complex, the
Carolinas Hospital campus, the National
Cemetery and the future development
along the new U.S. Highway 301 bypass.

Council has also authorized City staff to
enter a contract for the preparation of a pre-
liminary engineering report (P.E.R.) for the
new facilities.  Work on the P.E.R. was initi-
ated in July and is being performed by the
engineering team of CDM, Inc., BP Barber &
Associates and Davis & Brown, Inc.  In this
report a specific plant site will be identified,
treatment unit processes will be selected and
sized, an implementation schedule will 
be developed and detailed cost estimates
will be prepared for the facilities

(continued on page 3)

PRELIMINARY PLANS FOR WASTEWATER
TREATMENT PLANT EXPANSION UNDERWAY

DOWNTOWN FLORENCE TO RECEIVE NEW ARTS CENTERS
The City of Florence’s current wastewater treatment facilities located off National Cemetery Road.

Sen. Leatherman presents a check for the Performing
Arts Center. Left to right: Mayor Frank Willis, 

FMU Board of Trustees Chairman Ken Jackson and
FMU President Fred Carter.
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Thanks to the recent Great American
Cleanup held in April, there’s quite a bit
less litter on the streets of Florence. 

Sponsored by Keep Florence Beautiful,
a Keep America Beautiful affiliate, the
Great American Cleanup is a one-day,
grassroots community-wide beautification
event. This year’s cleanup brought 1,206
volunteers together.  They spent more than
5,830 hours gathering 185,187 pounds of
debris throughout the City and county.
Targeted areas for pickup and cleanup
included 233 miles of roadways and 163
acres of parks and public lands. 

One of the goals for the City’s efforts
was to help curb cigarette butt litter. With
more and more businesses and restaurants
throughout the City going smoke-free,
smokers must often gather outside of
buildings where they may find few, if any,
receptacles for cigarette litter. As a partial
answer to the problem, Keep Florence
Beautiful gave away pocket ashtrays to
area smokers in conjunction with the
cleanup efforts. Rewards for taking part in
this year’s cleanup included T-shirts and a
volunteer appreciation lunch at Timrod Park. 
“We are greatly appreciative of those who

lent their time, energy and talents to this
year’s Great American Cleanup,” said
David Williams, City Manager for the City
of Florence. “Thanks to their help we were
able to exceed our original cleanup goal
and at the same time, help make our
hometown of Florence look better for us
and for visitors.” 

For more information on how you can
participate in making Florence a cleaner
place to live, contact Keep Florence
Beautiful at 665-3113 or log onto our 
website at  www.cityofflorence.com.  

Youth of all ages throughout Florence
were once again able to take part in the
City’s youth programs this summer. 

The City’s main program this year was
the Summer Playground program.
Beginning in May and running through July
28, the nine-week program met Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. at
Maple Park Community Center, Levy Park
Community Center, Northwest Park
Community Center and North Vista

Elementary School. The centers will
remained open after the Playground
Program until 7:30 p.m. 

Each site hosted 40 youth from ages six
to 15 and provided participants with break-
fast and lunch. Goals for the program were
to provide children a fun, safe environment
to improve self-esteem, to teach behavior
and social skills and to teach respect for
one another and their surroundings.
Activities included fitness, athletic skill

training, swimming, arts and crafts, games,
computers, movies and music and drama. 

In addition to these daily activities, the
City had several off-site day trips for the
youth. Trips this summer include
UniverSoul Circus in Columbia, Edventure
in Columbia and three trips to Myrtle
Beach, which will include visits to
Broadway at the Beach & Ripley’s
Aquarium, Huntington Beach State Park
and Wild Water & Wheels.  

“We are extremely proud to be able to
offer such a diverse cross-section of sum-
mer programs for Florence youth,” said
Mayor Frank Willis. “These programs speak
volumes about the City’s dedication to pro-
viding fundamentally strong activities to
help shape our youth into model citizens of
the future and also help keep them away
from the dangers of the streets.”

SUMMER PROGRAMS GEARED TOWARD ALL AGES

STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN URBAN YOUTH CORPS

ANNUAL CLEANUP “SWEEPS” ACROSS FLORENCE

The Second Annual Darlington
Raceway Car Hauler Parade was held May
11, 2006. The Hauler Parade, part of the 
activities leading up to the Darlington
Raceway’s Dodge Charger 500 on
Mother’s Day weekend, featured a line-up
of over 40 trucks. 

Team haulers from Everham Racing,
Richard Childress Racing, Hendricks
Motorsports, Roush Racing and Dale
Earnhardt Incorporated's Number Eight
hauler participated in the event which 
featured the Pilot Truck Driver Challenge
Chicane Course, Parade Fest and the 
actual parade which convoyed from the

Florence Civic Center parking lot to the
speedway in Darlington. 

The event started at the Civic Center
at noon with the truck driver challenge,
which allowed team hauler drivers to
maneuver their rigs through a mini-road
course of hairpin turns and precision
stops. In addition, the Budweiser

Clydesdales were on hand, along with
ESPN, who interviewed the parade’s
grand marshal, Cale Yarborough. 

This year’s event drew more than
5,000 people to the Civic Center, 
with overall Florence-to-Darlington
parade attendance estimated at 15,000.

HAULER PARADE ATTRACTS
RACE FANS TO CIVIC CENTER

Florence area teens work on the Chase Street project
as part of the Urban Youth Corps Program.

More than 1,200 volunteers took part in 
this year’s Great American Cleanup.

The City of Florence once again took
part in the summer Urban Youth Corps 
program. Funded by a $13,000 grant from
the South Carolina Department of
Transportation (SCDOT), the program used
grant funding to employ area students this
summer to work as “City employees” help-
ing with right-of-way beautification. 

The SCDOT funding allowed the City
to hire a crew of five Florence teens to
work for six weeks during the summer. The
students were selected from applications
processed through the City’s Human
Resources Department and began work

June 19 in assisting the City of Florence
with two summer projects on Chase Street
and along Irby Street. 

The Chase Street project helped to pro-
vide an entrance way to the new Barnes
Street Recreation facility and consists of the
installation of a landscaped pathway on
Chase Street from Evans Street to the new
facility. It included the replacement of dam-
aged sidewalk with a natural pathway and
provides pedestrians with landscaped shel-
tered seating areas. Urban Youth Corps
members helped with site preparation and
their landscaping efforts included the plant-

ing of trees and shrubs with seasonal color.
In addition, the students also planted

liriope, a grass-like broadleaf foliage, along
Irby Street. This project consisted of dig-
ging up existing dirt and grass between the
sidewalk and curb, adding topsoil, planting
the liriope, and mulching. Now finished,
the project eliminates the need for mowing
on Irby Street from Palmetto Street to
Cherokee Road.

Cale Yarborough signs autographs 
at the Hauler Parade.
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There are new stormwater regulations,
referred to as the National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
Phase II, that are currently being imple-
mented within the City of Florence. 

Stormwater runoff is becoming an
important issue in municipalities through-
out the United States. The federal govern-
ment has set the Phase II guidelines to
require that the City develop, implement,
and enforce a program to reduce pollu-
tants to the maximum extent practical, to
improve water quality, and to satisfy the
water quality requirements of the Clean
Water Act.

With new regulations being enforced
as of March 1, 2006, the City is covered
under a General Permit issued by the
South Carolina Department of Health and
Environmental Control (SCDHEC) as it
moves toward compliance with NPDES
Phase II.   

Efforts and techniques used to meet
the NPDES Phase II requirements are gen-
erally referred to as Best Management
Practices (BMPs). BMPs may be structural,

such as silt fencing, or non-structural such
as an education campaign.  The City will
employ six required program components.
These six components are; Public
Education and Outreach, Public
Participation and Involvement, Illicit
Discharge Detection and Elimination,
Construction Site Runoff Control, Post-
Construction Runoff Control and Pollution
Prevention and Good Housekeeping. 

Two of these BMPs relate to, and will
be enforced at, construction sites where
land disturbing activities occur. They are
construction site runoff control and post-
construction runoff control. 

With construction site runoff control, it
is important to utilize riparian buffers.
Riparian buffers are areas of natural or
planted vegetation immediately adjacent to
watercourses which filter out sediment and
other pollutants before stormwater enters
the outfall.  Leaving existing vegetation
undisturbed along open ditches is particu-
larly valuable. In general, minimizing the
amount of disturbed land will significantly
reduce the amount of erosion created. 

Examples of other BMPs that are used
during construction include: silt fencing;
sediment tubes; check dams and sediment
traps; temporary detention ponds; inlet fil-
ters; surface roughening; hydro-seeding
mulch; erosion control blankets; and stabi-
lized construction entrances. 

With post-construction site runoff con-
trol, again, the protection and use of ripar-
ian buffers will be emphasized to a large
extent.  Grassy swales may be recom-
mended in some cases to replace tradition-
al curb and gutter systems. It has been
shown that vegetation, including turf grass,
does an excellent long term job of filtering
out sediments and acting as pollutant traps.

Examples of other BMPs for post con-
struction runoff controls are: detention
pond; wet pond; constructed wetlands; rip
rap – stacked granite rocks; stormceptor –

structural catch basin that traps pollutants;
minimizing hard surfaces and maximizing
greenspaces. 

The implementation of these BMPs
will significantly change the way develop-
ment occurs in urban areas throughout
Florence and other Phase II communities.
This change will not necessarily be imple-
mented quickly, as it will add cost and
complexity to property development and
present new challenges for the City work-
force.  However, the City recognizes the
importance of implementing these new
federal mandates and stands ready to make
every effort to comply with the require-
ments and employ reason in handling the
continuing development of Florence and
surrounding communities.

The Third Annual Pecan Festival is set for Saturday,
November 4, 2006 from 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. in 
downtown Florence. This festival was awarded the “2005
Outstanding Promotion Event” for the state of South
Carolina.

As with past festivals, this year’s festival is packed with
a variety of activities.  Live entertainment such as beach
bands, country bands, R&B performers, magicians and
clowns as well as several children’s performers, local
dance groups and school music groups will appear at the
festival and take place on one of three stages. 

In addition, this year’s festival will also 
feature food vendors, craft vendors, a juried
art show and classic car show. 
Kid’s games and activities along with 
several inflatables will be positioned
around the festival site for children to
enjoy throughout the day. There will
also be bake-off and pie eating con-
tests. All events are open to the pub-
lic.

This year, traffic lanes will be
closed on Irby Street from Baroody
Street to Palmetto Street and on
Cheves and Evans Street from Coit 
Street to Dargan Street.

THIRD ANNUAL PECAN FESTIVAL
SET FOR NOVEMBER 4TH

necessary to transition from the old
wastewater plant site to the new
location.  

Although the new site has yet to
be identified, it is anticipated that it
will be located east of the City, away
from the more densely populated
urban areas throughout Florence.
The selected site will be large

enough to allow construction of
treatment units to meet current needs
and possible future expansions. The
potential for handling wastewater
from the City’s service areas and
from regional customers that may
desire service will also be taken into
consideration in sizing the site to be
acquired. 

Once a schedule for implemen-
tation and detailed costs are avail-
able, a plan for financing will be
developed.  Most of the costs will be

financed through revenue bonds,
bank loans and/or a low-interest
state infrastructure loan.  Revenues
to support the project could come
from agency grants, the City’s utility
reserves, increases in connection fees
or increases in monthly billing rates.    

The completed P.E.R. must be
submitted to, and approved by, SC
DHEC before final design of the new
facilities can be initiated. 

chairman of the Florence Downtown
Development Corporation. “Their
ability to share in our vision for a
downtown Florence that is alive with
art, music and culture proves that
our plans for downtown growth are
a positive step forward for the City.” 

The announcement of these two
projects ties into the City’s plans of
pursuing a revitalization of its down-
town area. As part of the City’s
Downtown Revitalization Strategy,
the new performing arts center and

Little Theatre will reflect key ele-
ments of identity, architecture and
public improvement, all of which are
outlined in the City’s new design
guidelines. In particular the new
Little Theatre and Performing Arts
Center are key components in the
City’s plans for a 12 block arts and
cultural district downtown. 

“It is very encouraging and
exciting to be quickly moving for-
ward with giving the City a new
downtown that it can be proud of,”
said Mayor Frank Willis. “With both
the Performing Arts Center and the
new Little Theatre construction proj-

ects set to begin soon, we anticipate
that our downtown will be an epi-
center for the performing arts, not
just in the Pee Dee, but throughout
South Carolina in the very near
future.”

CITY MOVES TOWARD STORM
WATER QUALITY COMPLIANCE

An inlet filter will be one of the new BMPs 
used in construction site runoff control.

A sediment tube will be another of the new 
BMPs used in construction site runoff control.

For more information about
this year’s Pecan Festival,

call 665-2047.

NEW ARTS CENTERS
(continued from page 1)

WASTEWATER
(continued from page 1)
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With Florence experiencing significant
growth, you may have noticed there has
been a recent flurry of construction activity
at the site of Florence’s newest commercial
complex, the Plaza at Magnolia. Located on
West Radio Drive, just off David McLeod
Boulevard, the Plaza is home to such tenants
as Home Depot, Olive Garden, Longhorn
Steakhouse, and various retail shops and
restaurants. 

As is the case with growth and develop-
ment, there will be a boom in additional traf-
fic for this area in the future. 

In consideration of the impending traffic
increase along West Radio Road, the PREIT-
Rubin Development Group has agreed, as
part of its South Carolina Department of
Transportation (SCDOT) encroachment per-
mit, to add additional turn lanes, stacking
lanes and traffic signals along the frontage
area of the Plaza development.  

It is anticipated that these inital roadway
improvements will be completed this Fall,
thereby creating a three-lane road section

along West Radio Drive from David McLeod
Boulevard to Woody Jones Boulevard.
Proposed traffic signals at the main entrance
to the development across from Hospitality
Drive and at the second entrance near
Woody Jones Boulevard are to be included
in this initial phase of improvements. 

As a part of the SCDOT encroachment
permit requirements, a second phase of
roadway improvements is planned to begin
by early 2007 to address the long-range 
traffic needs of the area.  This phase will be
funded through a partnership of the major
area stakeholders PREIT-Rubin, Byrd
Properties and the City of Florence.  Phase
two will further improve West Radio Drive,
increasing the width along additional 
sections of the roadway.  

While these improvements are still in
the design stage, it is anticipated that 
elements of the plan will include sidewalks,
walking trails, landscaping and other 
features to enhance the aesthetic quality of
this important Florence gateway.  The target
date for completion of this work is Fall 2007.

WEST RADIO ROAD CURRENTLY
UNDERGOING IMPROVEMENTS 

In June 2005, Florence Mayor Frank
Willis formally announced the City’s plan
to design and construct a Veterans’
Memorial Park. 

The future park is to be constructed
on approximately four acres of land 
donated to the City by Edward Young and
the estate of the late R.P. Byrd. Utilizing
unused property along the parking lot of
the Florence Civic Center, the completed

park will be more than 10 acres in size.
Featuring monuments and memorials

to the wars of the 20th century, as well as
an amphitheater surrounded by 
commemorative flags, City staff and 
members of the Veterans Park Committee
are currently developing park design
details and guidelines for the placement of 
monuments. The City has also placed 
signage at the future park location 

depicting the park layout and design. 
“We are excited about the progress

we’ve made thus far with the Veterans
Memorial Park” said park co-chairman
Tom Marschel. 

“Once it is completed it will be a 
testament to the men and women who
gave their all for our country and in the
name of freedom,” said park co-chairman
Rick Walden. 

VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK TO BE CONSTRUCTED 

One of the major reasons the City of
Florence instituted a Stormwater Utility
was to create a revenue stream to imple-
ment urgently needed large drainage proj-
ects. These capital funds have since been
used to complete several large projects
such as the Woodmont Outfall Phase I,
which had a cost total of $171,000, and the

Woods Drive Outfall, which was finished
for a cost total of $338,000.  Currently, the
East Florence Stormwater Improvement &
Mitigation (SWIM) project is being imple-
mented, with a slated price tag of 
$1 million.

In addition, the City has now commit-
ted to the bonding of $4 million for other

capital project needs. This borrowed
money will be paid back with future 
proceeds from Stormwater Utility funds
and the $4 million is earmarked to help
alleviate some of the most troublesome
drainage problems for Florence citizens.  

After discussions with City staff, 
consulting civil engineers will investigate
known drainage problems to determine
appropriate solutions, accurate cost 
estimates and rank them in order of 
priority.  It is anticipated that projects will
be implemented over the next three years
with approximately one third of the funds
expended each year.

www.cityofflorence.com

CITY STORMWATER UTILITY TO 
BOND FOR CAPITAL PROJECTS

Construction crews work along Radio Road.

Work in front of the Civic Center is well underway.

A rendering of the future Veterans Memorial Park.

              


